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	Prince George Forest District
Guide to

Free Use Permits



What is a Free Use Permit?
A Free Use Permit (FUP) is described in the The Forest Act section 48 and 49:

As per the The Forest Act S48(1), a FUP must be entered into only with:

(a) an occupier of land who requires Crown timber for developing the land for agricultural purposes,
(a.1) a person who requires a Christmas tree for their personal use and not for sale to others,
(b) a person who requires firewood for their personal domestic purposes and not for sale to others,
(c) a board of education that requires firewood for school purposes,
(d) a person who requires Crown timber for the purpose of scientific investigation,
(e) an owner of a Crown grant of a mineral claim, authorizing the use of Crown timber on land described in the grant in a mining operation conducted on that land,
(f) a holder of a coal licence issued under the Coal Act, or a holder of a mineral title under the Mineral Tenure Act not in production authorizing the holder to cut timber, and
(g) a person who:
(i) requires Crown timber for a traditional and cultural activity, within the meaning prescribed for the phrase "traditional and cultural activity", and

(ii) is not selling the timber to others.
· Free use permits are restricted to a maximum volume of 50m3, except if authorized under S48(1)(g).
· A FUP term must not exceed one year.
Field Review

A field review must be completed for the area under application. The information collected in the field and required for a completed submission include: 

· Estimates of volumes per species. 

· Details of stream and wetland locations and classifications. 

· A Site Plan showing cutting boundary locations. 

· Identification of any unstable areas and slopes greater than 60%. 

· Identify type of road use tenure required (if any) using the attached Road Use Approval Guide.
Submission
Processing of the FUP will take approximately 3 months.  Do not submit the application package until all of the following are completed:

· Client Information form is completed.
· Application form is completed and signed by the FUP Client.

· A site plan map is completed which shows the occupational tenure area and the proposed development.

· FUP applications must include a copy of the associated tenure.  For mineral claims this is a Mines Act Tenure which must specify that timber is to be cut.  For occupiers of land who are clearing for agricultural purposes this is the valid occupational tenure.
Clients interested in retaining the services of a Registered Professional can contact the Association of British Columbia Forest Professionals (ABCFP) at 604-687-8027 or view the website at http://www.abcfp.ca/
Consultation
All tenures must be consulted with local First Nations.  The Ministry of Forests and Range will perform consultation on behalf of the applicant.  Consultation typically takes 60 days to complete.
Who Do I Contact If I Have Any Questions?
You can contact the Field Operations Supervisor at the Prince George Forest District for additional information.
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